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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 



Soon after the Report and Resolutions on the proposed 
Railway for connecting the Broomielaw harbour with the 
upper level of Glasgow were published^ the measure was 
attacked in a pamphlet titled '' Remarks on Messrs Grainger 
and Miller's Report/' which has been extensively and gra^ 
tuitously circulated; and much pains have be^i used to 
promote its sentiments. 

Though the publication is anonymous, yet it is right to 
offer a few counter remarks^ that fallacies broadly asserted 
and widely propagated may neither effect the author's ob- 
ject, nor add to the expense or delay of the work. We are 
also desirous of its effects being considered by all parties 
any way concerned; satisfied that the better the under- 
taking is understood the more it will have the support of 
every one connected with Glasgow, excepting those whose 
monopoly it will injure. 

Many suppose this pam^^et was got up on account of the 
Forth and Clyde Canal Co. — ^but this is a mistake, and we 
hope to show that the measure will benefit that Company. 
This benefit will be denied by those Canal proprietors who 
are interested in supplying the east coast of Scotland from die 
Lanarkshire coal fields, and in a monopoly of a certain nature 
and extent in supplying the west ; yet such motives are so 
opposite to those public- spirited principles which originated 
that national undertaking, and to the execution of which 
Government itself contributed, that it is utterly impossible 
that corporation would oppose a work which merely com- 



reign «ales are colioenied : the Railway to the Broomielaw 

would of course infringe on this mouapoly ; — hence the 

wish to thwart it 

Hoc Ithacnt Telit, €t magno neraeator Atridsr, 
—bine 8|iarfere Tocea^ &c. 

It is not our busiaeSB to inquire into tiie immediate effect of 
this monopoly on the Canal revenues^ nor into the alleged 
refusal of the Gamkirk Company's offer, mentioned in the 
Remarks^ to extend their Railway to the deep water at Port- 
Dundas, but we may be permitted to advise the pro- 
prietors of the Union Canal, as well as of the Great Canal, 
£rom rashly joining in the clamour raised by those whose 
^' craft is in danger.'' The upper coal fields of Lanarkshire 
have as yet been wrought for little more than country sales. 
They are the largest and most valuable in Scotland, and 
when they shall be wrought by tenants o£ skill and capital 
like most of those in the low coUi^ies or on the Monk- 
land Canal for export, this attempt to confine them to 
Kirkintilloch or the Great Canal and to cut them ofi* from 
their natural vent to the Clyde at Glasgow, is the way to 
compell them to find access to the east coast across the sum- 
mit they are already so near, and thus materially injure the 
profits of the Canal pr(^rletors on other articles as well as 
on coal. 

The author addresses the Magistrates, and recommends 
them to improve the upper navigation of Clyde, not from 
any desire of their doing so, but in the hope that agitating 
that measure may impede the execution of the one he 
dreads. But while it is dear, that facilitating the transpcNt 
of coal from thai quarter to the Broomielaw will not in- 
terfere with the Kirkintilloch Co., it is equally certain such 
a measure is no way incompatible with that now pressed : 
on the contrary, it may facilitate it firom imposing on the 
low colliers the necessity of exertion, and thus add to its 
claims on the public. In regard to the alleged superiority 
of the lower coal, however, though we differ from the author. 



we need not argue the matter. The great bulk of the coal 
in the lower parts of the county is of a materially different 
quality from that in the upper parts ; and if the former is 
preferred for the purpose of family consumption, the latter 
is so for those of the merdbant* 

Neitlwr are we at all disposed to quarrel with the auth<Nr's 
suggestion to the Magistrates to farm wet docks at Glas^ 
gow> though ^so made with no wish fbr their execution* 
These would be highly desirable, and in alLlikelihood acce- 
lerated by the proposed Tunnel Company, whom they would 
materially benefit ; but the writer has no authority but his 
own wishes for saying that the mere supplying water for 
clocks is " the only thing which would justify the expense of 
a communication between the Canals and the Broomielaw." 

Here we beg the attention of our Magistrates, and those 
of Edinburgh, and the Union Canal Co., to the circumstance 
that the communication now proposed was formerly recom- 
mended to their consideration by that eminent engineer, Mr 
R. Stevenson, to whoiA the idea of perforating Blythswood- 
hiU, in the very line now proposed, occurred so far back as 
1817- That gentleman, in his Report to the Magistrates of 
Edinburgh, as to the best fine of communication by a Canal 
firom Edinburgh to Glasgow, recomme^Kled that the line 
should be carried to the Great Canal at Lock Na 90, and 
continued in the summit level of that Canal to Port-Dundas. 
** From Port-Dundas," says he, *' the line crosses the pub- 
" lie road at the village of Cowcaddeits, and is ^ntinued by 
'^ a ^ort tunnel in a direct line through the Observatory 
'< hill to the low grounds of Blythswood. Aflber this a con- 
" venient line is found through vacant grounds to Smitii- 
*' field, at the Broomielaw, near which it terminates in the 
** River Clyde, at the Tonnage Office." Here we have the 
authority of a most experienced engineer, not only fbr the 
practicability of a work like the present, but that even a 
Canal, by a Tunnel, not navigable for sea vessels, and bur- 
dened with the expense of no less than fourteen locks, would 
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have proved even at that time of great expediency and ad- 
vantage to the trade between the two levels. - 

The quantity of goods transported by land carriers from 
Glasgow to Edinburgh is astonishingly great* : The reason is 
chiefly the difference of expense between land carriage and 
trackage on the Canal being at present almost a shade. 
Goods from the Broomielaware delivered in Edinburgh by 
the Canal at various rates, from . 1 8«. to. 30^. per ton ; out 
of this the expcQse of cartage from Broomielaw to Port Dun- 
das is paid^ which is not less than 2s, or 2s, 6d. per ton. 
But goods are also delivered at and under 30s. per ton by 
land carriage the whole way ; the inconvenience and ex- 
pense of ordinary cartage to Port-Dundas/ therefore enables 
the land carters better to compete with the Canals. But if 
this 2s, or 2s, 6d, were reduced to 6d, or 1^. or facility and 
competition afforded for this carriage^ is it not manifest 
an advantage must arise to the Canals, especially in the 
competition for numerous articles where the charge of trans- 
port is already as low as it is possible for parties to maintain 
competition? 

The Broomielaw . Harbour is now the most important on 
the west side of Scotland, the Union Canal Co. and the 
Traders of Edinburgh and the east coast, therefore, 'in so 
far as interested in the trade of Clyde or the west coast, 
are proportionally interested in effecting the best and cheap- 
est communication ; with that harbour. It is of infinitely 
more importance to them now when Clyde is deepened 
below Glasgow, and so much coasting business trans- 
acted there, than it was some years ago, and when Glas- 
gow had no coasting trade. Hence a work which will 
complete the communication with the Clyde at this point, or 
even merely afford an additional and competing means of 
carriage to the Canals at Port-Dundas, must afford an im- 
mense advantage to all the trade of the eastward, and ma- 
terially benefit the harbours of the Broomielaw, Port^Dun- 
das, Port^Downie^ and Grangemouth. .'.y 



We do not conceal that some goods to or from the east, 
instead of going along the Greitt Catial the whole way to 
Bowlings may be sent by tb^ propose Railway to tlie 
Broomielaw, and that thus the Trustees qf Clyde will re^ 
ceive dues on goods/ which would otherwise be drawn 
by the Great Candl Co. ; but we maintain that this Rail- 
way must benefit the traffic of Glasgow and the whole 
west coast in general^ with Edinburgh and the east coasts 
through the higher levels of the CanaL The oaitriage be*> 
tween these and the lower level of the Clyde, can only be 
obtained at present either by inconvenient cartage alongp^ 
the streets of Glasgow, or tlirbu^ the locks at Kelvin, 
and the western reach of the Gi^t Canal, which never 
would have been executed if at that time the Clyde had 
been deepened to the Broomiebw, but the Canal would have 
formed a' junction thei^* All those intetested in the traffie 
between Glasgow and GraQgemouth, and Edinburgh, and 
particularly the Trustees <tf the River Clyde and: the Union 
Canal Proj^etotfh will, on ei^inisidering the subject, tharefore 
concur in our sentiments^ and they will also be adopted by 
such Great Canal Proprietfxrs as look to the original objeiits <>t 
that Company, or who admit that it is a surer and better 
revenue which arises from an inci^eaae of traffic, tb^ti from: 
the lengdi of distance travelled on their CanaL 

It is neediest^ here to argue with the Pamphleteer, about 
the expense of the proposed work, or the r^te of dues, fi(n* 
on tliese points the Subscribers may naturally be supposed 
to have had better meaiis of information than he is pleased 
to afford, and it is obvious that the work when executed, will 
not stand entirely unoccupied^ nor beeharged with dues so high 
as the expense of the present mode of eart^ge,and to the public 
andihe incorporations we havenamed, benefit would arise from 
the m^e existetice of any improved or additional medium of 
transit between the points in questioit. We shall therefore 
proceed to notice his endeavours to excite the jealousy of the 
Mcmkfamd Canal Compapy against the proposed measure. 
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which he asserts is merely projected to gire the Gramkirk 
Railway traders an undae advantage over that Canal. 

In order to enable the Monkland Canal Co. to get die 
benefit of the Coltness and upper coal fields^ some alteration 
will necessarily arise in the mode of conveyance on their 
Canal. They can scarcely stand aloof while improvements 
are making, or soi^ht for^ by all their neighbours; or^ if 
they do^ little of the demand at the Broomielaw can be 
supplied by them, where they have already rivalship, with 
the prospect of the upper navigation being improved. If 
the boats on this Canal, like some on the Tyne and Wear, 
were to be fitted with the bodies of Railway waggons, the 
Monkland Canal might at once get the full benefit, not only 
of the Broomielaw Railway, but of the Coltness and other 
Railways at the head of their works. Such improvement 
would, of course, be no ways acceptable to the Kirkintil* 
loch Co., and less so to the Gamkirk Co. : but it is one in 
which the Ballochney Co., the Coltness Co., and the Broom- 
ielaw Co., have an interest in being considered, and, if possi- 
ble, adopted. But even were no improvement adopted on the 
Monkland Canal, and the traders continued the use of scows 
as at present, and had to ^^ turn over" the coal from thence, 
into railway waggons to be taken to the Broomielaw, it is 
untrue that the [nroposed Railway would give the Gamkirk 
traders any advantage they do not at present possess over 
the Monkland Canal traders. The proportion of advantage 
will rather be in favour of the Canal traders ; for it will be 
easier to unship into a waggon on the proposed works than 
into a cart as at present; and assuredly the Gamkirk 
traders would not be under any necessity of unloading 
their coals from their Railway waggons, or of turning 
them over at all for the purpose of being taken through 
the streets to the Broomielaw ; neither will there be any 
greater difficulty in delivering from the Railway waggons 
than from a common cart, which the writer admits does 
not exist when the Railway waggon is elevated some feet 
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above the surface where the cargo is to be laid down. - To 
show the accuracy of this statement^ and afford information 
of the mode by which coals may be taken from the termina- 
tion of the Railway to any other place^ and a description of 
waggon bodies to be fitted into the Canal boats^ we have 
merely to state, that the body of the Railway-waggon is 
moveable, and placed entirely above the level of the wheels^ 
so that it can be moved from thence to a corresponding or* 
dinary wheel-carriage. . Such waggons are constructing 
with the view to a similar purpose for the Liverpool Rail- 
way, and are the same which will be used by the Gamkirk 
Railway, whether the Broomielaw Railway be - executed or 
not ; nothing is simpler and easier than the transit of goods 
in Railway waggons^ upon different frames and sets of 
wheels along the ordinary streets of a town. - In Glasgow, 
the effects and advantages of such carriages are^ of course^ 
as yet known only to those. whose interests has directed 
their attention to it; and the Monkland Canal Co. will, we 
trusty before it be too late, take the advice of some qualified 
judge whether, or how far, any of the suggested improve- 
ments can be available^ instead of being deceived by jea- 
lousy of the Gamkirk Company alone, and fancied conces- 
sions from those who have no interest in common with 
dieraselves. • As equal friends of the Canal and Broomielaw 
Riulway, however, we hope their councils will be regu- 
lated by the true ccnnmercial pindples which their Directors 
act upon in their private afiBurs, which are not to remain 
inactive^ weighing whether an improvement shall most 
benefit their neighbours or themselves, and being content 
if they can keep an advantage from them, but to resolve on 
continuing the first in the trade, by turning the knowledge 
of every . improvement and every possible competition to 
their own immediate benefit By far the greatest portion 
of their coal is sent beyond Bowling; there are no dues 
x;harged on the river for coals, so that the Great Canal Co. 
.regulate their dues between the Monkland Canal and Bowl- 
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ing, aoGordingitatlie expeofle of carriage froHn tMMoidii->' 
land hfLfon, <« GaroJkirk Bailway dtipdtf to the BroomidaW, 
the Monkland Cimal Cai 0iren although their triider» w^re 
to have no acoesj^ wh«tev«r to the proposed Railway, would 
therefore he direct gftinei^s by the reduotioa whidi the Great 
Canal Compaoj! Would make ob the diles of coal carried 
along their westedi reach tb Bowlings 

But this leads ua as frktids c^ the Great Canal to make 

» 

another observation as to the effect of the proposed Bail* 
way. We suspect that the loss by reduction of coal dues 
will prove to them '* a greUt gain." The revenue of 
the river trust has much increased since the dues on 
coals were altogether taken off. We would ask what are 
the principles which have induced the proprietors of other 
Ship-Canals, navigable rivers^ or harbours, (and the impor- 
tant difference between the Great Canal and most others as 
\)&ng a Ship-Canal must alwaya be kept in mind,) td execute 
railways or afford fiacilitiea for the purpose of brii^ing 
them coal, or such bulky articles as are only taken on 
board for back freight in lieu of ballast, or where the 
ship masters are. not secured in aome more valuable back 
cargo. Haye pot the chief benefits thence expected and 
derived been more valuable goods inwards* or increasing 
the imports. In some cases, and to some extent, there 
certainly are dues drawn fh)m coals shipped out in sea- 
borne vessels, but, in general, the advantage has always 
been found, to arise fr«n charging nothing upon coal or 
bulky outward cargo after, being shipped into the. sea> 
vessel, but in allowing them to dear with these as if 
they were in ballast alone^ The trade, of almost evety 
sea-port town, will be found to have arisen and increased 
just according to the ease and facility with which some back 
cargo, such as coals, salt, &c. can be obtained ; and nothing 
is more certain than this — we use the words of Adam 
Smith-— 'that the exportation and exchange of surplus pro- 
duce, (and what have we more entitled to that name in 
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Lanark&hir^' than cfHi) for something more in deitiand at 
home is the origin and caiisci fit the pto^>erit(f*af evs^y eaaw 
mercial tjown* '• We : apprehend^ tbevefore, thiit if tbe dues 
oQcoal yvere ti^en off entirely at Povt-DUndas^ as tfaejbave 
wisely l>een Atlhe Bi;pomidaii^> iikert would h6 ad incraaae 
of imports^ or morevaltiaUe aitides brought t& that port. 
Indeed this is no matter of opinion, for wie hare ioccaaton 
to JknpWy that more than once cargoes .6f iron rails shipped 
from Wales, and stipulated to be delivered at Pa^Dundas, 
were ne^veprtheless shipped to th6 Bifoomielaw^ and ithe 
cartage to Port Dundas willingly paid by Jthe sfaap-aooaatery 
splely on account; of the , expense of the badk cafgo^ We 
have also authority for stating, that several cai^goes of 
grain have been deUvefed at the Broomielawi and carted to 
Port Dimdas^ for similar . reasonsi: Xbe more enoouyage- 
meats . and facilities, therefore, Naders can receivje in regard 
tp back freights^: the greater will bd the resort to that har- 
bour where they. are afforded* . : 

Wje bc^p also A word/tothcttowns of Paisley and Ren- 
&eyr», neither of. which at pctsent get. immediate advantage 
from the Iianarkshire Railways, nor firom the Canals. By 
the use on the Monkland Canal, and rivers Clyde and Cart, 
og th^. 4^Qription of boats before alluded to, Cctals wilLbe 
deliverable directly at eithec of these towns, and aHl tdong the 
C^yde.and the. Cart so far as navigable < for barges. There 
will b0 np '' turning over" f^sxa the first loading at Cdtness, 
or Sallochqey, until the delivery at these towns; and fifom 
the direct access thus afforded to. the Canals and Railways, ' 
they will he enabled to reap the other mdvaiktages of our im* 
proved inland communications. . . it 

' Tho. ti!ade of Qreenock, Port<jhi^ow and Dumbarton, 
atid olbers. oh the. west coasts and of Stirlmg', Dundee, Dum<» 
f(»inline» and others, an the east, willalso thus get to a 
greater degree the advantages of our improved river naviga- 
tion at Glasgow, which admits vessels of 300 tons at com- 
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paratively very low rates ; and they will gain, at the least, 
2s. per ton on the transit oi all their gookis. 

In short, if the measure proposed is fiurly considered, 
it will be found the most impmtant and ben^dal to the' 
trade of both sides of Scotland that has been suggested 
since the execution of the Great Canal and the improve- 
ments on the river Clyde, whidi last it will effectually and 
doubly unite with the Forth; and what portion of trade 
may be taken by the River from the lower and less con- 
venient reach of the Canal will be more than compen- 
sated in the additional trade arising to the eastward, on 
forming the junction at what is now the natural point,or fo- 
cus of business and emporium of the trade of boih navigations. 

We come now to consider the local effects of the measure. 
We agree with the Author, that the Milton and Bl3rthswood 
estates are different in their natures, the one being adapted 
for public works, the other for residences ; bat we deny that 
any competition will be created between these two proprie- 
tors, or that inconvenience, public or private, will arise firom 
any effect of the Railway on the purposes for which these 
properties are applicable ; on the contrary, they will be ma- 
terially benefited. 

In the Blythswood lands the line will pass from one 
end to the other under ground the whole way from the 
powder magazine to the south side of Argyle-Street, and, 
though it may afford to the inhabitants a covered and shorter 
walk in wet weather from each end, there can be no com- 
munication or effect from the Railway and tunnel, excepting 
what Blythswood chooses to make for his own benefit* We 
would certainly suppose, that, instead of family residences 
for which the feus as yet made have not been destined, the 
whole Holm-lands south of the line of Dr Mitchell's chapel, 
at least, would be most beneficially occupied as warehouses 
and counting-houses, which would be enhanced in value 
by proximity to the Tunnel mouth. But the lands if destined 
for family residences will be no way injured, as the pro- 
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posed w<Mrk will pass under the carriage-way. Every build- 
ing indeed along the line having any tendency to dampness, 
would have direct benefit from drainage ; in the holm lands 
in' particular, common sewers will run along each side of 
the Tunnel lower than the bottom of any neighbouring cel- 
larage whatever. 

The feuars of Blythswood will particularly observe, that 
there. will be no operations whatever under any part of 
their dwellings or buildings, but that these are exclusively to 
be conducted under the centre of the street. The work con- 
sists of two archways, neither of them more than 12 feet 
broad by 15 feet in height ; and not more than hve or six 
feet in length of one of these, at one time, will be excavated, 
while the masonry will be progressively and alternately 
brought forward as these excavations respectively take place. 
The nearest side of the Tunnel or excavation will be more 
than 15 feet front the line of any house, and at Bl3rths wood- 
hill, where the ground is highest, the top of the Tunnel will 
be 76 feet and the bottom 91 feet under the surface ; and 
at the north side of the Sauchy hall road, where the ground 
is lowest, the top will be 37 feet and tlie bottom 52 feet 
under the surface ; and throughout the whole line the ma- 
terial is either rock or the most tenacious day. Any possi- 
bility of danger or inconvenience whatever therefore appelurs 
out of the ordinary course of nature, and certainly beyond 
all past experience in similar cases. We might remind our 
readers of the magnificent subterranean archways or cloacae 
under the city of Rome — " operum omnium dictu maximum 
sufibssis montibus atque urbe pensili subterque navigatae," 
which were both in the line of streets and under the foun- 
dation of houses, and so large that immense waggon loads 
of hay easily passed through them ; the catacombs of Naples 
and Paris, and the latdy suggested subways for enclosing 
the sewers and water and gas pipes through the metro- 
polis, and : superseding the necessi^ of <^ning and inter- 
rupting the streets in future, the Tunnel for the canal un- 
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der the toivn of Islington, and various other works of arl^ 
might also be dted as each afiardiii|r an ample corrobcntation 
of our assertion ; but in tihe tunnel under the town of Livers 
pool, for the Manchester railway tliere, may at tlie pveient 
day be seen the most striking illustration ; for that Tunnel 
not only passes diagonally under the houses and streets of 
a populous district, but, being of only one arch, it is an ex- 
cavation of nearly double the extent^ and must have been at^ 
tended with greater hazard, if any than that now proposed. 
Any one indeed, who will slatisfy himself of what has been 
done elsewhere, or who; will, examine the 'section, metak^ 
and mode of operation, will be satisfied bi there being aa 
little or less danger from the Tunnel as ir(»n an ordinary com- 
mon sewer. 

With regard to the effects from the work after it is finish- 
ed, the whole operations are so completely and effectually 
under ground, from one end of- Blythswood estate to the 
other, that nothing whatever c^ be seen, heard, or fdf) 
there ; there will not be even an outlet for air or light afong 
the whole course, from the nprtb side of Gamet*hill to the 
south side of Argyle-street Thfe ventUatiofi will be entirely 
from the extremities, and tl^e light from gas, and the su*« 
per-stratum impenetrable to noise ; and the noise from wag^ 
gons moving even on an c^en Railway, is infinitely less than 
that from an ordinary cart moving on a commdn causey. 

Every inhabitant of Buchanan-street experiences the exf« 
cessively disagreeable din resulting from the noise of the 
Broomielaw and Port^Dundas carts ; and this mischief, in^ 
deed, extends to every street where there is any cartage, and 
it is remarkable to observe, that whenever a street is repair* 
ed or new causeyed, it is immediately beset and used by 
carts, until many of the inhabitants are almost induced to 
wish for the destruction of their causey, to be relieved from 
the nuisance. Buchanan*street, and the other streets fre-* 
quented by Broomielaw carts, are also accordingly a great deal 
more expensive to the statute labour trustees than the othens* 
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But the ptoposed measure, while it will concentrate most of 
this cartage beneath the Tunnel, and thereby relieve these 
sti^ts^ will cause noise or inconvenience to no other^ fVom 
the smooth nature of the surface on which the carriages will 
roll, and the great depth of cover under which they will 
pass. 

And on the other hand, although the feuars along the 
line of the Tunnel might reasonably be expected to give 
their assent to a measure of such benefit to the public, where 
noiie of the property within their own occupation will be 
taken or injured, yet they will receive a direct and imme- 
diate advantage, firom the Tunnel Co. maintaining, as they 
propose to do, the whole street or surface of the carriage- 
way over the Tunnel, northwards to the Woodside road. 

The author gravely asserts, that there will be perpe- 
tual danger to passengers across the line from the quick des- 
cent of waggons, and the slope of the Railway, the section 
and plan of which he also alleges the promoters endeavoured 
to conceal. The last allegation may be hardly worth 
noticing ; it is so well known that Parliament makes 
ample provision, in this riespect, by the depositation of 
both the plan and section on prescribed scales with the 
Justice of Peace Clerk. Neither need we complain much 
about the unfair way the author at one time sets forth 
the total descent of l60 feet on a distance of two 
miles, and assumes the average inclination as that to be 
adopted at crossing the public roads, aware, as he must 
have been, that, for the sake of the Railway itself, the levels 
at crossing another road would necessarily be the extreme, 
ik<)t the ' average inclination, and while, at another time, to 
suit his purpdse, he assumes the extreme, and asserts 
that some roads will be converted into inclined planes. 
According to the plans where the surface of any public 
road is crossed, the rails will be laid nearly on a level, 
or another and equally commodious road afforded. The 
assertion, that *^ no passenger could be safe from utter de- 
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struction" from the previously acquired impetus of the 
waggons, is not only unwarranted by the testimony of any 
engineer or person acquainted with these matters, but, 
if it were true, it is most extraordinary that so many 
turnpike trustees have, in this* county of Lanark, allow- 
ed Railways to be laid across their roads, both by public 
companies and individuals, without opposition. Eight 
miles eastward, at Coatbridge, the great road between 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, is not only crossed with a bridge at 
the same point both by the Monkland Canal and the Kirk- 
intilloch Railway, but there are actually a second set of rails 
crossing the road in the immediate neighbourhood, for the 
use of the Ballochney and other traders using the Monkland 
Canal wharfs, on the east side of the same bridge : and what 
is remarkable, the trustees on this turnpike road have them- 
selves^ in their act, the power of laying a third set of rails 
traversing these, and all along the side of their turnpike 
road. The trustees of the Glasgow and Ayr road have also 
permitted Railways at four several places to be carried di- 
rectly across their great thoroughfares. The trustees on the 
great roads, executed chiefly at the expense of government 
in this county, also assented to the Ballochney Railway 
crossing their road in three several places ; and the Balloch- 
ney Railway also crosses the great Edinburgh and Glasgow 
road near Wester Moffat. The parliamentary commissioners 
on the Lanarkshire roads have given their entire assent to 
the Coltness Railway crossing their road, and also to being 
crossed by a private Railway from an extensive Iron work 
to the Monkland Canal ; and the road between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh by Holy town is crossed by the Woodhall Railway, 
atid the new London road on Woodend Turnpike is crossed 
twice by private Railways within two miles of Glasgow. 
These are all instances in our immediate neighbourhood; but 
if we refer to the Dalkeith, Dundee, or Ardrossan Railways, 
the Liverpool Railway, or any of those in England, the ex- 
amples would be without number : yet upon none of 
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these have we ever heard of almost any accidents at 
all, and certainly none in proportion to the daily in- 
stances occurring from carelessness or haste on common 
streets ; and if there is truth in the assertion of many 
accidents happening on the Kirkintilloch Railway, we are 
justified in saying, that these must have arisen from gross 
carelessness on the part of the drivers, as we have certainly 
not been able to discover that the Co. have expended 
much, in compensation to the sufferers. The trade of the BaU 
lochney and Kirkintilloch Railways, it will also be noticed, are 
exclusively descending, — the trade of that proposed will be 
an ascending as well as a descending one ; so that it is the 
Co/s peculiar interest to keep as near a level wherever they 
can, unless where they must necessarily use inclined planes ; 
and every one acquainted with such matters knows, that a 
waggon will not move on a Railway, by its own gravity, up- 
on an inclination of less than 1 in 1 60, and, at any rate, the 
lever-drag or break puts the waggons almost as completely 
and instantaneously under the command of the waggoner, 
whose sole business it is to control their speed and direct 
their course, as the helm puts a ship in the power of the 
steersman. 

The author also asserts that the Blythswood houses will 
be enveloped in smoke : this is totally ufitrue ; and if the 
trade of the Co. be such as hereafter to require the use of 
fixed engines instead of self-acting machinery on their in- 
clined planes, these must, from the description we have al- 
ready given of the Tunnel, necessarily be further off from 
their residences than many now existing. But we need 
not be surprised at this Hash before the smoke has arisen 
from a writer of the author's poetical cast. 

It is impossible to reconcile the just allegation of the au- 
thor, that the public are gainers by the competition between 
the Monkland Canal and the Garnkirk Railway, with his 
recommendation to crush the measure, as having originated 
from a desire to serve the latter. His reasoning would be 
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just wete the measure to take away any convenietice or ad- 
vantage from either of the competitors which isuch competi- 
tor at present possesnes ; but^ as matters are, it rs tthsurd, 
and, were the work even exclusively to bfe undertaken 
by and for the advantage of one of these, it would still b6 as 
mudi entitled to the public suppon, and that Co. would so 
much the more deserve encouragement for conduct so legi- 
timate and enterprising. 

The assertion is also untrue, that the Railway proposed by 
the Monkland Canal Co. in 1824* was abandoned because it 
did not afford an adequate return for the money expended : 
the fact speaks for itself; — the Canal Co. purchased, and 
have to this day, nearly all the requisite ground, but they 
found the line impracticable ; and the preamble of their own 
act of parliament sets forth that a railway communication to 
the Broomielaw is a desideratum. The tram road already 
laid along the whole road Under the charge of the Port 
Dundas traders to the head of Buchanan Street, for the use 
of common carts, also proves the extent of carriage to and 
from Port Dundas. 

The author, in his attempt to prove what he so much de- 
sires, that the proposed Railway will not lessen the expense 
of cartage of coal tO the Broomielaw, forgets that the rate of 
Is. 2d. mentioned in the Report is at least 20 per tent, be- 
low the averiage price of the last five years, and also the 
trade that must necessarily arise on opening the Gamkirk 
Railway ; and further, that, upon his own Railway to Kirk- 
intilloch, coals are actually carried the distance of 10 miles 
at the rate of is. 6d. per waggon. Let these diflferent prices, 
and the circumstances of ilie proposed Railway be compared, 
and the circumstance of the trade being already formed for 
the latter, and the result would be the probability of fully 
a greater saving in carriage than what Messrs Grainger and 
Miller have estimated. 

The author is also unfortunate in his allusion to the Dar- 
lington Railway charges, in reference to the carriage of coal 



